


B u i l t  i n  the  mid-eighteenth cen tu ry ,  Mayfield surv ives  a s  one of the  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  ou t s t and ing  c o l o n i a l  p l a n t a t i o n  houses of V i rg in i a .  I t  
is unusual a s  an example of a  s tory-and-a-ha l f  house b u i l t  on a  mansion 
s c a l e  of  the  f i n e s t  q u a l i t y  workmanship and ma te r i a l s .  .Mayficld 's  
Flemish bond brickwork wi th  i t s  gauged f l a t  a r ches ,  beveled water  t a b l e ,  
and rubbed b r i c k  d res s ings  i s  a  c l a s s i c  example of c o l o n i a l  Virg in ia  
masonry. The jerkin-head roof  crowning the  house is  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  and 
i n f r e q u e n t l y  found a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e ,  and i t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  the  
s t r u c t u r a l  Appearance of  s o l i d a t i t y  and massiveness.  

L7. DESCRIPTION 

Mayfie ld ' s  i n t e r i o r  panel ing  i s  of f i r s t  q u a l i t y  workmanshi-p. A t  l e a s t  
two of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms were f u l l y  paneled before  the  removal of 
some of  the  i n t e r i o r  p a r t i t i o n s .  I ts c e n t r a l  h a l l ,  running the  f u l l  
depth of the  house, w i t h  the  s t a i rway  i n  i t s  own sepa ra t e  room, a r e  
f e a t u r e s  t y p i c a l  of sma l l e r  houses of the  a r e a  bu t  one r a r e l y  found i n  a 
house on the  s c a l e  of  Mayfield. 
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I N T E G R I T Y  

Despi te  the  r e g r e t a b l e  l o s s  o f  some of t h e  i n t e r i o r  p a r t i t i o n s ,  Mayfield 
su rv ives  amazingly i n t a c t  f o r  a  s t r u c t u r e  of  i t s  age. The only  o t h e r  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s  inc lude  the  change of  t h e  sash  i n  t h e  south  f r o n t  
windows and dormers, a s  w e l l  a s  the  a d d i t i o n  of simple covered s toops  
over  the  main ent rances .  
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Overlooked f o r  many yea r s  by h i s t o r i a n s  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  
because i t  was hidden from view by ad jo in ing  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  
Mayf ie ld ' s  r ecen t  red iscovery  has f i n a l l y  brought t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
s t r u c t u r e  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  i t  r i c h l y  deserves .  
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Mayfield i s  be l ieved  t o  be the  o l d e s t  e x i s t i n g  b r i c k  house i n  Dinwiddie 
County. The f i r s t  owner who can  be p o s i t i v e l y  a sce r t a ined  was Robert 
Ruff in who l i v e d  a t  Mayfield u n t i l  1769 when he moved t o  King William 
County. Due t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  many of  t h e  Dinwiddie County r eco rds ,  
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a c e  t i t l e  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  t o  Mayfield. Whether 
Robert Ruff in s o l d  Mayfield i n  1769 o r  r e t a i n e d  i t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  cannot 
be to ld .  The n e x t d i s c e r n i b l e  owner was Thomas Tabb Bol l ing ,  It  i s  ' 

assumed t h a t  Bol l ing  owned Mayfield u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1810, f o r  t h e  
records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h i s  son Thomas Redford Bol l ing ,  who was born a t  
Mayfield i n  1797, continued t o  l i v e  a t  Mayfield a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
dea th  and probably i n h e r i t e d  t h e  proper ty .  I n  1816 Mayfield was insured 
f o r  $3000 by t h e  Mutual Assurance Soc ie ty  of V i rg in i a  by Edward Osborne 
Goodwyn, s o  i t  can  be assumed the  proper ty  had passed from the  hands of  
t h e  Bol l ing  family by t h i s  da t e .  Edward Osborne Goodwyn conveyed t h e  
proper ty  t o  h i s  s i s t e r , ,  E l i z a  b r r i s o n  Goodwym,.who.beaame t h e  wi fe  of  
Captain Thomas Whitworth. At her  dea th  i n 1 8 4 7  Mayfield was l e f t  t o  h e r  
daughter ,  E l i z a ,  t h e  wi fe  of  Henry Chamberlyne Willson. In  1882 Willson 
and h i s  w i f e  s o l d  Mayfield w i t h  290 a c r e s  and a g r a n i t e  quar ry  t o  the  C i t y  
of Pe tersburg  f o r  $15,000. At t h e  same time, i n  accordance wi th  a s p e c i a l  
a c t  of  t h e  General Assembly, t h e  proper ty  was accepted by t h e  board o f  
d i r e c t o r s  of  C e n t r a l  Lunat ic  Asylum a s  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e i r  f u t u r e  hosp i t a l .  
I n  August of  1882 t h e  C i t y  o f  Pe tersburg  t r a n s f e r r e d  the  p rope r ty  t o  t h e  
Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a  t o  be used f o r  C e n t r a l  S t a t e .  Since t h a t  time 
the  proper ty  has been used by Cen t ra l  S t a t e  f o r  i t s  headquar te rs  and the  
o r i g i n a l  Mayfield house became p a r t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  complex. 

I 

During the  War between t h e  S t a t e s  Mayfield played a r o l e  dur ing  General 
Lee ' s  l a s t  d i t c h  a t t empt s  t o  defend Petersburg  i n  1865. On the  Mayfield 
proper ty  two defence l i n e s ,  For t  Whitworth and F o r t  Gregg, were maintained,  
and on A p r i l  2, 1865, they f e l l  t o  the  Federal  t roops  a f t e r  s t i f f  f i gh t ing .  
General Lee had l e f t  Edge H i l l  e a r l i e r  i n  the  day and viewed t h e  b a t t l e d  
from t h e  Mayfield proper ty .  The Union t roops  began t h e i r  a t t a c k  on t h e  
Mayfield defences around one o ' c lock  and, a s  Douglas Sou tha l l  Freeman has  
s o  v i v i d l y  w r i t t e n ,  Lee "was s t and ing  a t  the  time on t h e  b l u f f  above Town 
Creek i n  the  t h i c k e s t  of t h e  f i r e ,  near  the  Whitworth home (Mayfield), 
b u t ,  a s  always, he seemed ob l iv ious  t o  the  danger." From t h i s  p o i n t ,  
General Lee went t o  Cottage Farm f o r  the  n i g h t  where he planned the  f i n a l  
d e t a i l s  of t h e  evacuat ion  and began the  journey t h a t  w a s  t o  lead t o  
Appomattox. 
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